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be diligently trained in religion and morality. This
consideration is always made paramount to that of
their acquiring the habits and accomplishments of
mere scholarship or gentility. Although few men
had a greater respect for learning, and all the higher
mental graces and acquirements of cultivated so-
ciety, he considered them as dross when placed in
comparison with those of a moral and religious life.
When the children could read and write, he corresponded
directly with them, mingling his fatherly admonitions
with the pleasantry of a playmate. In this way, he
could always trace back his steps to the scenes of his
own ardent youth, and be once more the brave West-
minster boy, or earnest Trinity scholar; and to this I
may likewise attribute part of the entire confidence and
affection, in which we ever lived together. These letters
from India to his children, could have little interest for
any other party, and were worth preserving only as
family relics; many of them have been scattered and
lost, but I have still a good number among my papers.
Nor are they the things in this world which I least
value. Playful and joyous, and encouraging as they
are, they were written for the most part when his health
was seriously affected by the debilitating climate of
Bengal; when his mind was harassed by official duties,
and contentions altogether alien to his nature, and
when he was oppressed by a multiplicity of conflicting
cares.
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